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John R. McKernan, Jr. 
Governor 




Oonalo U Allen 
Comissioner 

Keith a. Peaco 
District Supervisor 



STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

PROBATION & PAROLE-DISTRICT 1 



TELEPHONE (ZOT) 379-4800 

Jan. 20, 1989 



Dir. Ronald R. Klock 
Pine Tree Council Inc., 
Boy Scouts of Aoerica 
125 Auburn St., 
Portland, Maim. 04103 

8a: Bobert John Sherman 



Dear >!r. Klock: 



First of all, thank you very rmch for your cacprehensive letter of January 19, 1989. It 
inched all die infonnation I needed. 

I have supervised John Sherman on Parole for Marsacteetts and New Hampshire for 2 years. 
On August 22, 1984 John was convicted of Aggravated Felonious Sexual Assault in the Grafton 
County Superior Court, and was sentenced to 5 to IS years* Oa February 6, 1984 John Sherman was 
convicted of Rape of a Child in the Middlesex County Superior Court and sentenced to 4% to 3 years. 
He was paroled on February 19, 1987 with several spe. ~£ j^nditicns, one of which was no contact 
with children under Che age of eighteen. 

John's offenses s tamed from his involvement v^h the Boy Scouts in Massachusetts. 

** u4 - ' - - — ' • - and no series . . "~ v- " ■ ~ ** ~ . ' 

Sincerely/ /7 



Charles D. Strandberg, 
Probation-Parole Officer r 



CDS:ah 
cc: File 



t 73 LANCA5TEH STREET. P.O. 3QX 1336. PORTLAND. MAINE 
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r 



Or A s 




Pine • 
Tree 

Council, Inc. 



BOY SCOUTS of AMERICA 

125 AUBURN STREET • PORTLAND. MAiNE 04103 • (207) 797-5252 



r a^trnry of m« tonowm? 
"UNITED WAYS: 

• AAoroseoggwt County • Graater Pontsno 

• Saav-aninswic* • St*coa*t 

• X«rKMO«e V»rt»y • Yonc County 

• Mwi-Matn*. mc 



January 19, 1989 



Chuck Strandberg 
Dist. Probation Office 
P.O. BOX 3836 
Portland, Maine 04104 

Re: Robert John Sherman 



Dear Mr. Strandberg: 

I want to thank you for cooperating with the Pine Tree 
Council, Boy Scouts of America in the matter concerning Robert 
John Sherman. The purpose of my recent inquiry about Mr. Sherman 
was to verify rumors of a previous child abuse conviction. We 
work very closely with chartering institutions of Scout Troops 
and Cub Packs to protect children. BSA denies membership to 
convicted child abusers. 

On November 21, 1988 Mr. Sherman applied for membership as 
the Committee Chairman of Scout Troop #154 of Fry eburg- Love! 1 
Kiwanis Club and began conducting meetings and planning camping 
trips with the boys. On a December camping trip several parents 
became uncomfortable with his relationship with the boys. They 
requested a background check by the Kiwanis Club and the Scout 
Council. 

,pur background check revealed that Mr. Sherman falsified a 
great deal, of information .an his" ~Scdu€~Memfrership Application - 
This, concealed, the .fact that his BSA membership had been revoked 
for reasons, of sexual child abuse convictions in the Algonquin 
Boy Scout Council in Framingham, Mass. several years* ago. A copy 
of his membership application is enclosed for your file. 

On January 11, 1989, Robert Denlinger, Scout Executive of 
the Pine Tree Council, placed a personal phone call to Mr. 
Sherman ordering him to cease all activities and relationships 
with the Boy Scouts of America. He has also been informed in 
writing that his application for membership has been denied. 
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REGISTRATION, SlJfcRIFTION AND STATISTICAL SEKVIC 



BOY SCOOTS OF AMERICA 



APPENDIX A 



DATS August 5, 1983 



tXTLL NAME 



John f unknown) Sherman 



SOCIAL SECURITY FW^f 
NUMBER unknown 



(No initials if you can possibly gen full name) 
ADDRESS unknown at this time / P.0> Box 61 



CITY 



North Woodstock 



STATS 



New Hamnshire 



ZIP CODE 03262 



DATE OP BIRTH *4£U£j_ 



(This is imoortant and should be exact:) 



APPROXIMATE AGE 

RELIGION Jewish 



_(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 
NATIONALITY 



OCCUPATION 



Unemployed (willed money) 



EDUCATION^ 
WEIGHT 



unknown 



150 



HEIGHT 5-7/5-8 



RACE Caucasian 



COLOR OF HAIR 



Auburn 



COLOR OF EYES unknown 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS photography /outdoors 

MARRIED OR SINGLE single CHILDREN a/a 

NAME OF SPOUSE a /a 



(Number/ ages, and names, if possible) 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT * 



CITY 



STATE 



? 36 Framingham MA 
T 36 Framingham MA 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 



POSITION 

CM 
SA 



DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 



1977 
1980 



5/83 
5/83 



SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 

Resignation requested and received — arrested and indited on a number of counts of 
child molestation, etc. 



SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTACHED 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATS ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION): 



RS-509 

4/7 4/83-nah 



noted 




* 



L MWUM 



Signed 




. ... ... '^7 



Council/ Algonquin Council ,^3SA 
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. ppY^COUTS O • AMERICA 




UNIT SCOUT tiHS 
Chock tme 

□ t»acij*e 

O l>«| Ho. 
O Sltiji No. . 



CQUHClUOiSJHICT SCOUUftS 







'.■•l-:i. r ^!.. 
'4 « VtrwV- 





Mini fiatwu suit \; *'-%*A-yt " ; ^ " _": 

1 l.'-^'-J;- ' ? S/V : ' ••• v,..^^-, : .-. ; ' ( v.;- . » / 'v* ¥<M4w/& «» council usi " 












J 




unit M«. 
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AVW AHHLICANON pari two 



BOY SCOUIS 01- /••UIUom 



Name 




Oliver's kense Ha 



_ Expiration Jj?-"]-^ 0- 



1. firvtflws Scewtini fc*c*grvuittf (lor fast 5 years) 
PosJttoo Council 



Yea* 



2. fmtovi Mp*rttii««. What other expedience, II any have you bad mat may assist 

you in wo i King with youth? 

As a volunteer 



la your work, of prolcsston 



1 fimrloMi reiMerteee (lor last 5 years) 



4. Cuutol mtfitbcnhipi heligious, community, youth, business, or pioression,*! 



, ddr C55 



9l Uuc#Hgn or i pec 1*1 training 



□ EicmenUty OHIghscht . ClColicge Q Advanced uegtee(s) 
I. Health limitations or special ci *l< tloni 



Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



No 



7. History of legal lnvoN«'m*nl 

a. Are you lit* o! Illegal substance abuse? 

u. Have you ever been convicted ol criminal oil case? 
(11 yes, please explain) 

c. H*v« you ever been attested or convicted for the use or 
sale ul diuQS? 

d. Have you ever been hospttatued w healed tor alcohol or 
substance abuse? 

t . Have you ever been if i cited ur t> evicted ol child neglect 
or abuse? 

t . Mas your driver's license ever bezn suspended or revuked? 



ReUtonsNp A Phone 

Name 

Address . 

ctty/tip M . t^ i ^ r J^ci a ^^41^ r --< } 4* 3 717- ^ 

•Helelionshlp .ft QA£lfl,e,.> + Phone 
C, ulfy read the following statement before signing. 

1. undersigned, understand that; , 

a. The Information that I hew provided may be vytfled by contacting persons or 
org Lallan* named In Vhl* application and I hereby release and agree to hold 
hit : tn »s from fabltlty any person or organtiaUon (h*l provides information con* 
4ei. *Mi me to the Soy Scouts of America or local council thereof.. 

u m signing this application, I swear or affirm that the Information that I h*v* fjtvtn 
herein Is true and correct. 



> 

Ol 
O 

O s 
--I 

o 

Z> 
O 

o 

-J 

3 
o 



Yes ^No^ 
Yes 



g. Other than the above mallets, ts there any tact or circumstance 
involving you or your background that would call Into question 
your be lag entrusted with the supervision, guidance, and care 
of young people! YeS 



I. helcjcnces. Please list those w i, t At familiar with your character as It relates 

to working with youth. 




Date 



iigi! tjere *m In pert one 
Reviewed and approved by: 



Name „_ 

AUd»es S _^il£ 

Iktaiionship XJX 7_4il5lA^l Pitone Ll\$C§($ C%V\'^? Scout t«cuii* cciithcaMon 



Apwo«al-sce bich covif (ai^o fine Ia psfl one) 




Date 
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Pine w 
Tree 

Council, Inc. 



BOY SCOUTS of AMERICA 

*Z5 AU8URN STREHT * PORTLANO. MAINE 04103 • (207) 797-5252 



A "■PS* *9«*wy c4 to* Momng 
UNITED WAYS: 

• Andro*co99M County • Gn*imr Pomand 

• 9am-3n«wwic* • S«tcotst 

• KsnnMMC V*JI#y * York Courtty 

• Mid-Ma**. foe 



January 11, 1989 



Robert J. Sherman 
P.O. Box 61 

Brownfield, ME 04010-0061 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration 
with the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are 
therefore compelled to request that you sever any relations you 
may have with the Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a 
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who 
applies. We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever 
there is a concern that an individual may not measure up to the 
high standards of membership the BSA seeics to provide for 
American youth. 

Xf you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to 
me within sixty (60) days of the date of this letter, explaining 
your version of the facts supporting your claim that your 
registration as a BSA member should be reinstated. The 
orocedures for review are attached. 



dogffc jfTJ Castongu 
Council^President 

Enclosure 




Sincerely yours, 



Robert L. Deniinger 
Council Executive 



cc: James A. Steadman, SM 
Ranger W. Perley, IH 
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APPLICATIOI 

PART ONE 



Please print one letter in each apace—press hard; you are making three copies. 
Mnl nimi iod Inttlil UjI nun* 



imir scoumis 

Cliack one 

IJ f«ktio y 

IMoap No JSrt— 

Q kiin No 

□ Post No. 

□ Ship No 



OR 



couitciumsuua summit 

C&untlUdisUkl po>Mon 



OUUlct No. 



SocUi Sctuilly Rumbci 




Add;tii-itr«H or H.f.D. 



r. □ 



Addition it »ddt»n IntmmaUon |ll wotniiry} 



Cltj 



ZIP COd| 



\in& \c>ty\o\/\o\-\o\o\&>\( 



Haroa pttent 







^m- 1^1716 



lutliioi phono 



OtU «t bMft 



fjeicAt employment— occupation, implror, ifld burlni** » ears si ' ^ \ 



□ 5 



auk 



fetmor tetdet 



f ' ' " : {'*'^ • - ,: • * : Mu«»l ' Hwabw ot 
* *i> ■ $it lUlut children 



M S 



CD 




Monti) "Doy Vear 
Provloui employment— occupation, emplcyet^oiril buslnoM address 




Jolnlnn- *' r .poilUoii| -1 ... . 
fe e w w ■ v££^f_ % .. Vf' " 



Provloui employment— occupation employer ii(d business address r . ,^' ( ,.'' 'WV. • {■ ■ J ; * * r * - ^ • i 



Person*! ilflnituto^Ui beck cow 



Y*«n »t InU 

e mployment q 



;.\ n, .:'t : i" v 



//-j/~$ir 



n«gtjU>Uoa let 



**yi* i//o In 



Term (nionlhi) 



Approvil-iai back covor (ifgn h«rt \nd In part two) 



Monlh Voir 



□ M «ppIUant has »» im«xptr*4 membtnhlp (•rtKlt»U. r»gl»tr*llon may bo ictemptUnod try poylns |1 
tut pftKtutn? m« Uimfoc Check lb* box ond *IUeh ceitHttJle, it will bt fsturnod by lb« council. 



frontier Utm: 


for council use : 




Jin r 























Council 



HaH unit Ho. 



■' *A it. I ». 



M»mb*i ID No. 



o 
o 
z 
~n 
o 
o 
o 
00 

00 



e*ccu{ivc cedihciiton 



Pale 
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CALL BACK REQUESTED 

COUNCIL _ 

CALLER: Jb-^y^ \ POSITION: 

. TYPE OF PROBLEM 

REGISTRATION " VETERANS EXPLORING 

SCOUTING BOYS' LIFE 

UNIT # OIST. # . EXP/OATE TRANSMITTAL # FILM # 



1buM ' /Thou) osntlAr^l . - fj^fJ.t&j /flrfmt/> jiJ& &f/fMj 



• -.^^y:v-~ '• . , - name /6fe — x - - ; - , .-^- >.:. < ass^ss 




-v ; • date / - ff -x? ^.^m 

3/T3/86-cTf-567r TIME ' "'• 
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10M10S7 



( 5^f^ B0Y™0UTS OF AMERICA 



J COUNCIL 

No, O^/j^ 



;r=a TO YOUR TRANSMITTAL REPORT NO. 

□ CREDIT NOTICE □ DEBIT NOTICE 



Date 



A//-?f 



REGISTRATION SERVICE 



REGISTRATION 



Unit No. . 



5 



term . 



months 



C Unit charter fee of S20. Received 



. Leaders 



Members („ 
Members . 



. prepaid) 
. transfer) 
. transfer) ® S_ 



. required SL 



. each. Received S. 



<7 



, each. Received $_ 



. required S ^25 
, required S 



, leaders listed on transmittal form 



. on application 



□ Transfers must pay S.50 each. Expiration given 

C Not on transmittal report C Duplicate entry C No application received. 

□ Correction made per your letter/telephone call 



We have . 



:\ .1 ■ 1 



C No reply to our defective registration notice dated, 
C Returning 



Under Age G Over Age 



BOYS' LIFE Term months 

~! Paid for subscriptions; listed suoscriptions. Received 



required S„ 



.ncorrect fees: . 



, subscriptions. l_ 3ack issues are not available. 



P!easg_£hecK attached cooy. Pay deoit— Use credit or return with cocy of the roster showing corrections needed. 



Pleasa add or subtract the amouru(s) indicated on your next transmittal in the proper column(s) and return the original. 



BILLING 



Unit Charter Fee 
Tiger Cub 
Cud Scout 
Soy Scout 
Varsity Scout 



Explorer ~ 3. 

Career Awareness Explorer 3_ 

Leader S_ 

Soys' Life 3_ 

Total 3_ 



Unit Charter Pee S Explorer 3 

Tiger Cub S Career Awareness Explorer 3 

Cub Scout S Leader 5 ^ 

Boy Scout 3 3cys' Ufe 3 

Varsity Scout S Total 5 / 
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June 1 , 1 984 




Mr* Robert: I*. Denlinger 
Scout Executive 
Algonquin Council, Ho* 241 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: John She man 



Thank you for the detailed infonnation concerning the above Scoutar. we 
have reviewed this case with our Attorney and have now placed this man on 
the Confidential File* 

Sincerely, 



Paul i„ Srast, Director 
Registration Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

tkf 

cc: ^rtheast Region 



Dear 3ob: 
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February 6, 1984 



nr» Robert: I** Ceniinger 

Scout: Executive 

Algonquin Council , ?io« 241 

SL.'3J2CT: John Sherr.an 
Dear 3ch: 

Thank ycu for th** detailed in£orr.ation concerning the -*fccve Scauter. 
have reviewed this case with cur Attorney and have sou placed this rnan on 
the Conf idential File* 

Sincerely, 



?aul I* Ernst/ vireczor 
Registration Subscription £ 
Statistical Service 

tXf 

cc: Northeast Ksgion 
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CO 
CN 
CO 
O 

o 
o 



o 
o 



\ 




Transplant patient 
critical $ stable' 



.Page 10- 



Marlboro voters to decide 
liquor license controversy 




Serving Clontrttl Massticluisous 



Bird leads Celts fo x 
8th straight victory 

Pa fr a 56, 




VOL 13; NO. 186 



SATURDAY,. FEBRUARY 4. 1984 



56 PAGES - 30 CENTS 




, p. 12 
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Northeast Region 
Boy Scouts of America 
P.O.Box 350 

ay ton. New Jersey 08810 

(201) 821-6500 



SC0UTW8/US* 



7; 17AM 020684 
Paul: 

This (I hope) is the 
last of the John Sher- 
man business. 

I would agree with 
the news clip (not 
the headlines) that 
he is sick and should 
not be sent to Walpole, 
I doubt if he will get 
out alive. 

What a waste of talent 
and energy- . .maybe 
someday all of us will 
learn. There is a 
better- way to make him 
atone . 

Hope all are well... 
take cars, 



kjh 



P. STARC N 



FEB 1 1S3^ 



Kenneth J. He?terberg 
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NOV2 3 1933 



for rewording of a section outlining 
how and when communities can 
use free cash. 

The vote is currently stalled 
while sponsors debate an 
amendment to the measure, 
Natsios said. That amendment 
would not affect Holliston. he said 

A second bill aimed at solving the 
town's fiscal crisis, applicable only 



The town's fiscal woes aw traced 
backed to a November 1982 Town 
Meeting, when voters failed to 
earmark S350,0GO for the 
stabilization fund 

Town officials apparently lost 
track of the $350,000 until June, 
when tax assessors — complying 
with state law — used the money to 
offset the 1982-33 tax rate. 



most of its $600,000 in free cash to 
make up the deficit, town officials 
have said 

Fincom Chairman Wallace 
DeCoster opposes using free cash 
to plug Holiiston's red ink. saying 
the move would nearly deplete the 
town's emergency cash fund 

(Continued on 8A) 



of 
ne 
.an 

Mi) 



Man admits to child-porn 



By CHRISTINE DUNN 
Hr*% County auwu 

CAMBRIDGE - A former 
Framingham youth leader 
admitted in court Wednesday that 
he took nude photographs of four 
Framingham ooys and raped two 
of them earlier this year 

John Sherman, 32, changed his 
plea Wednesday at Middlesex 
Superior Court and admitted his 
guilt on charges of rape of a child 
indecent assault and battery of a 
child and distribution of obscene 
material 

Superior Court Judge Richard S. 
Kelley said he will sentence 
Sherman on Dec 16. Middlesex 
Assistant District Attorney Paul 
Kelley said he will recommend a 
six* to eight-year sentence at 
Walpoie State Prison for Sherman. 

William Homans, Sherman's 
defense attorney, deferred making 
a sentencing recommendation until 
the sentencing hearing next month. 
Homans said his client will be 
examined by a psychiatrist before 
sentencing. 

Sherman refused to enter a 
guilty plea to a charge of rape of a 
child by force, and that charge will 



be filed without a change of plea. 

Sherman also pleaded no contest 
to a charge that he fraudulently 
took two boys on a New Hampshire 
camping trip last May 13 with the 
intention of sexually assaulting 
them. 

Although he admitted that he 
took the boys on the trip and took 
photographs of them in the nude. 
Sherman said he did not intend to 
harm the boys when he took them 
on the trip. 

The charges involve four youths, 
ail of whom are boys 12 and 13 
years of age, Paul Kelley said in 
court. 

Sherman admitted to the charge 
of rape of a child — which carries a 
maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment — when he admitted 
that he performed oral sex on two 
of the victims last June 3 in 
Framingham. He also admitted 
that he encouraged the same boys 
to perform sexual acts with each 
other as he took nude photographs 
of them on June 3. 

Wearing a suit and a tie, 
Sherman spoke in a quiet voice as 
he answered questions from Judge 
Kelley. 



Paul Kelley read aloud from 
written records of victims' 
statements in court. The victims 
were not present in the courtroom, 
but the parents of two of the boys 
were there. 

The parents submitted a letter 
from their family counselor to 
Judge Kelley for • consideration 
prior to sentencing. 

Sherman, whose permanent 
residence is in North Woodstock, 
N.H.. lived in Framingham prior to 
his arrest June 9. 

Sherman was a Cub Scout den 
leader and assistant Soy Scout 
leader for many years in 
Framingham. Additionally, he is a 
former volunteer tutor at the 
Potter Road Elementary School, 
where each of the victims was a 
student, according to Paul Kelley. 
Sherman is also a former youth 
group leader in the YMCA. 

Sherman has also been indicted 
by a grand jury in New Hamshire 
on two charges of committing 
illegal sexual* acts with two 
12-year-old Framingham boys. He 
has pleaded innocent to those 
charges and is expected to appear 
in court next week. 



I 
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Request to suppress evidence denied 



By JONATHAN ROB BINS 

Mnrt Staff Wrttor 

CAMBRIDGE — An accused 
child molester suffered a legal 
setback Wednesday when a Mid- 
dlesex Superior Court judge 
refused to suppress evidence . 
seized during his arrest. 

Attorneys for John Sherman* 
32, of Framfngham had filed a 
motion to suppress evidence 
seized during his arrest and also 
to disallow anv statements he 



may have made to police during 
his arrest. 

Sherman, a well known Fram- 
ingham youth leader, was in- 
dicted earlier this year by a 
Middlesex County grand jury on 
12 charges of sex offenses 
against five Framingham boys. 

In a written opinion. Judge 
John Paul Sullivan threw out 
that request and ordered a trial 
date set, according to Assistant 
District Attorney Paul Keiley. 
He added that a trial date should 



be known within the next few 
days and that the state is ready 
to proceed at any time. 

Sherman is also scheduled for 
trial in New Hampshire during 
the week of Oct. 31. 

Sherman is a former youth 
group leader in the YMCA and 
scouting, and a former elemen- 
tary school tutor. 

The five alleged victims were 
11 and 12 years old and ail of the 
alleged offenses took place in 
Framingham, according to the 



indictments* 

The 23-person grand jury 
issued the following indict- 
ments: rape of a child by force 
on June 3; three counts of 
statuatory rape of a child on 
June 3 and other unspecified 
dates; and indecent assault and 
battery on a child under 14 years 
old on June.3. 

Also, five counts of enticing 
for unlawful sexual intercourse 
on March 12. May 13, and May 
(Continued on 4B) 



a H C Z '. 7 £ D 



Request denied 



(Continued from IB) 
* 20; and two counts of posing a 
*child in nudity — taking 
- photographs of two children on 
" June 3. 

. An arraignment date has not 
been set. 

Sherman is currently free on 
S3.000 bail set by Framingham 
District Court on charges stem- 
ming from a June 9 arrest by 
Framingham police. who.charg~ 
ed him with enticing. A week 
later, he was charged with II 
other sex offenses against 
youngsters. 

He has also been indicted by a 
grand jury in New Hampshire 
on two charges of committing il- 
legal sexual acts with two 



12-year-oid Framingham boys. 

Sherman pleaded" innocent at 
arraignment in June. He Dosted 
S5.000 bail set by that court. 

A resident of 445 Potter Road, 
Framingham. until his arrest, 
Sherman has been charged with 
enticing local boys to his New 
Hampshire home for sex and 
taking photographs of nude 
boys. 

Local police said they seized a 
camera containing photos of 
nude boys performing "explicit 
sexual acts" during a search of 
Sherman's Framingham home. 

Sherman was a Cub Scout den 
leader and assistant Boy Scout 
leader for many years. 



OCT 17 1983 

DAVID K. PARK 
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June 29, 7 983 



Mr* K* J* Hesterberg 
Council Executive 
Algonquin Council, **o* 241 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Ken: 

Thank you for your letter of June 23 concerning the material on John Sherman* 
This will be very helpful to us and certainly enable as to refuse registration 
should this need arise. 

A Confidential Record Sheet is being enclosed for your use* ? lease complete it 
as carefully as possible so thar we nsay identify Mr* Sheraan wherever he raay saove 
in the country* 

When the trial takes place we would like to have the deposition including any 
sentencing which occurs* This will certainly strengrhen our position for the future. 

Sincerely, 



Paul I* Ernst, Director 
Registration, Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

sah 

Enclosure 

cc: Northeast Region 
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. JONQUtN COUNCIL 
ay Scouts oi America 

?. 0. Box U9 

34 Deloss Street 
Framingrtam. 
Massachusetts 01701 

517-872-6551 



Serving 
bovs and 
leaders in 

As hi end 
rrarningnam 
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June 23, 1983 



Mr. Paul Ernest 
Registration & Fulfillment 
National Office, BSA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75062 



RE: John Sherman 

445 Potter Road, Framiaghara , Ma. 
Lost River Road, Woodstock, N.H. 

Dear Paul: 



As a follow up to our telephone conversation, find enclosed 
information gathered to date in regards to the above mentioned 
individual. Latest word is chat the trial has been postponed 
until mid July. Additional allegations are forthcoming. 

Nota that the trial has not taken place nor has he been 
proven guilty. Our staff has spoken to the pack and troop com- 
mittee chairpersons. Meeting scheduled for this evening (June 23) 
by pack for recruiting of new Cubmastar and will include District 
Commissioner and professional staff member for support. We will 
provide additional information as it becomes available. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation. As always, best to 
you and yours. 




Kenneth J. Hesterberg 
Council executive 



KJHrjmk 
Enclosures 
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Conversation : 



Morning of 6/14 — Reverend John Ambler, First United Methodist 

Church, Brook and Water Street, ?ramigham t MA 

RS: John Sherman 

It was determined that Reverend Ambler would tali to Edna Black 
first and then request John Sherman resign as Unit Leader ♦ Should 
Reverend Ambler receive his resignation it was to be in writing and 
a copy forwarded to the council office containing a letter stating 
that Mr. Sherman had resigned and that the church was requesting 
council help in recruiting a new Cubmaster. Should Mr. Sherman not 
be willing to resign the church would then inform him that they, 
the church, wanted new leadership and that they were no way 
accusing him of any wrongdoing and thanking him for his past 
support* Then the council would help select new leadership ♦ 

Reverend Ambler was informed that Mr. Sherman called a meeting of 
the Pack and Troop committee on Priday evening at which 
commissioner Zdna Black attended* Mr. Sherman told them he did not 
wish to hurt Scouting and would turn over his material to anyone. 
frfe had, according to Zdna Black, received support from both 
committees . 

Reverend Ambler was informed that on receipt of Mr. Shermans 
resignation the council would forward copies of the resignation, 
newspaper articles, and all material to the National Office, 
Registration and Fulfillment Service* 

Reverend John Ambler H - 877 0949 C - 877 2151 

Scouting Coordinator, George DiMatteo 872 9320 



Pack Committee Chairman, Mike Jusell 877 6955 
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FIRST UN/TED meihisi CM 

Broofc and Water Sfreots 
FRAM^HAM. MASSACHUSETTS 0170J 
Telephone 617/377-215! 



June 21, 1983 



Mr. George DiMaiteo, Scouting Coordinator 
1st Halted Methodist Church 
Brook L Kater Streets 
Franinghara, Ma. C1701 

Dear George: 

'■'e requesz that you vark with all persons 
concerned to secure new leadership as follows: 

Cubinaster, Cub Scour Pack #36. 

Assistant Sccutrnaster, ley Scout Troop #36. 



JOHN AMBLER 
.Phone 617/877-0849 




cc: I'tichael Jusell, Pack Cocaitree Chairzan 
3arry Taaiels, Troop Ccrsittee Chairman 
Kenneth Zesterherg, Council Executive 
Joan Sherman 
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Trial set in boy enticement 



FRAMINGHAM — A local man pleaded inno- 
cent Friday to charges that he enticed two 
12-year-oid boys to his New Hampshire home 
for sex. 

John Sherman. 32, of 445 Potter Road. Fram- 
ingham. and also of Lost River Road North 
Woodstock. N.H.. was arraigned on two counts 
of enticing a person for prostitution or sexual 
intercourse at Framingham District Court Fri- 
day morning. 

Judge Anthony DiBuono set bail at $5,000 
surecv or $500 cash: Sherman ooted for the $500 



bail and was released, according to a court of- 
ficial. A trial date was set for June IT. 

Sherman was arrested on a warrant at his 
Framingham home late Thursday night. 

Police said that Sherman had enuced two 
boys from the Framingham area to visit his 
home in New Hampshire sometime in May. The 
youths did not tell their parents about the alleg- 
ed incident until earlier this week, and the 
police were notified on Tuesday. 

No money was believed to be exchanged, 
police said. 



ponce neat — — 

Soliciting prostitution alleged 



FRAMINGHAM - A iocai 
man was jailed Thursday night 
on charges of enticing two area 
boys tor prostitution, according 
to police. 

John Sherman. 32, of 44a 
Potter Road. Framingham. and 
Lost River Road, North 
Woodstock, N.H.. was arrested 
at 445 Potter Road at 11:30 p.m. 
on a warrant from Framingham 
District Court. 

Police said the arrest 
stemmed from complaints by 
parents of two 12-year-old boys 
trom the Framingham area that 
Sherman had attempted to 
entice the boys to visit his home 



in New Hampshire. 

The incident allegedly took 
piace in May, police said. The 
bovs did not tell their parents 
until early this week, police 
said. 

The warrant charged him 
with enticing a person for the 
purpose of prostitution or sexual 
intercourse and enticing a 
person away for the purpose of 
prostitution or sexual 
intercourse. 

Sherman was held overnight 
and was scheduied to be 
arraigned today at 
Framingham District Court, 
police said. 
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Ex-Scout leader in court on sex charge 



(Continued from I A) 
two counts of enticing a person 
away for prostitution or sexual 
intercourse. 

After bail was set by Fram- 
ingham District Court Judge An- 
thony DiBuono, Sherman's at- 
torney Susan Ghetti, of Fram- 
ingham, said she would file for a 
bail-reduction hearing in Mid- 
dlesex District Court. 

Tuttie had asked Judge Anthony 
DiBuono for $100,000 double surety 
or 520,000 cash, 

Ghetti said Sherman has no prior 
criminal record 

The attorney she said he was 
born in Boston, grew up in Chestnut 
Hill, s^ent one year at Boston 
University, majored in com* 
mumcations at Curry College, 
worked for RKO, moved to Fram- 
ingham in 1973, and bought a house 
here in 1977, 

• Ghetti called the bail- 



''outrageous under the 
circumstances." 

"There is not one reason to 
believe he won't be there (at the 
next hearing)/' she said. 'The 
notoriety of this case has basically 
destroyed my client's life." 

Sherman, a long-time Cab Scout 
den master and volunteer at the 
Potter Road School, resigned both 
volunteer positions this week. 

On the charges from last Friday, 
police said Sherman is accused of 
enticing two 12-year-oid boys to a 
trailer at Lost River Road, North 
Woodstock, NJL, for sex, 

Sherman was released last week 
on $500 bail according to court 
records. He was arrested on a war- 
rant at his Framingham home on 
June 9. 

Although police say the incident 
took place sometime in May, the 
youths did not tell their parents un- 
til early June, according to police. 



No money was beiieved to be ex- 
changed, police said. . 

Sherman is also currently being 
investigated by state police in New 
Hampshire. 

"We are conducting an investiga- 
tion up here/* said Sgt Thomas 
Kennedy of the New- Hampshire 
state police, who declined to 
elaborate. 

Ken Hesterberg, council ex- 
ecutive for the Algonquin Boy 
Scout Council in Framingham. said 
Sherman was a volunteer Cub 
Scout master for "a number of 
years." 

"The man has not been proved 
guilty at this point The organiza- 
tion is asking him to step aside un- 
til such time as this thing has been 
cleared up," Hesterberg said. 

Sherman "'has voluntarily step- 
ped aside. We have a verbal 
resignation, and there is to be a 
written one," Hesterberg said this 
morning. 



, "As I understand it, L 
nothing to do with Scouting 
said. "It had nothing to do wi 
of his Scouting contacts." 

Principal William Matthev 
Sherman worked as a volum 
the Potter Road School 
least 11-12 years." 

"His appearance and at 
has always been very profes 
here, so it's quite a shock, 
thews said "He's always 
very professional 
straightforward." 

Sherman worked at the 
for approximately one to 
hours per week, Matthews Sc 

Most recently, Sherman 
volunteer reading tutor. Ma 
said He also helped the ch 
tape a monthly radio show tfa; 
aired over the school's pub. 
dress system, as well as vie 
ing television shows. He ais 
involved in ski patrol durk 
winter months. 



Former Scout leader 
in court on sex charges 



By PAULA LOVEJOY 
Nm Staff Writer 

FRAMINGHAM - A former 
Scout leader and grade-school 
volunteer pleaded innocent to 11 
more complaints of sex crimes 
against juveniles today in Fram- 
ingham district court 

John Sherman, 32, of 445 Potter 
Road, Framingham, was jailed at 
Biilerica House of Corrections in 
lieu of 525,000 surety or S2,500 cash 
bail on charges which included 
statutory rape, sodomy, indecent 
assault and battery and enticing a 
person for the purpose of sex. 



The case was continued until 
June 23. 

The new complaints involve two 
victims who are both juveniles and 
involve a series of dates including 
March 12. May 7 and June 1. accor- 
ding to Middlesex Assistant 
District Attorney Feiiaty Tuttie. 

His alleged victims were "ap- 
parently persons known to the 
defendant," Tuttie said. 

The new complaints were filed 
during a pre-trial conference today 
which was scheduled last week 
when Sherman pleaded innocent to 
(Continued on 3A) 
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police heal 

Former scout leader, sex 
crime suspect, freed on bail 



fu am Ingham - The 

former scout leader and grade 
school volunteer who pleaded in- 
auccttt lo sex crime charges in 
Framinghain District Court Fri- 
day was released on bail that 
same day from the Middlesex 
County House of Correction at 
Biilenca, au attorney for the 
firm defending him said. 

John Sherman, U2, of 4 tS Pot- 
ter Ud., Framinghain, posted 
bail Friday afternoon and was 
allowed to leave the maximum 
security pretrial section of the 
prison, said Thomas Waldstein, 
a lawyer with the firm of Cohen 
and Guffin, which is represen- 
ting Sherman in the trial. 

The charges against Sherman 
included statutory rape, 
sodomy, indecent assault and 
battery and enticing a person 
lor the purpose of sex. accor- 



ding to records. 

Susan Ghetti ts the attorney 
assigned to Sherman's case, hut 
she was out of town and 
unavaiibale for comment, 
Waldstein said. 

Framingham District Court 
Judge Anthony DiHuouo 
originally set bait at $25,000 
surety or $2,500 cash, but Ghetti 
had protested and said she was 
going lo file for a bail reduction 
hearing Monday. 

Waldstein suid he was unsure 
of how much bail Sherman paid. 

Sherman's case was con- 
tinued until June 23. 
* Charges had also been filed 
against Sherman on June to that 
he enticed two 12 year old boys 
to a trailer in New Hampshire 
fur sex, according to police, who 
said he is being investigated by 
state police in New Hampshire, 



-police lieat 

Former scout leader, sex 
crime suspect, freed on bail 



FKAMiNGIIAM - The 
former scout leader and grade 
school volunteer who pleaded in- 
nocent to sex crime charges iu 
Framiughani District Court Fri- 
day was released on bail that 
same day from the Middlesex 
County House of Correction at 
aillenea, an attorney for the 
firm defending him said. 

John Sherman, 32, of 445 Pot- 
ter Hd. # Frainingham, posted 
bail Friday afternoon and was 
allowed to leave the maximum 
security pretrial section of the 
prison, said Thomas Waldstein, 
a lawyer with the firm of Cohen 
and Gaffin, which is represen- 
ting Sherman in the trial. 

The charges against Sherman 
included statutory rape, 
sodomy, indecent assault and 
battery and enticing a person 
for the purpose of sex, accor- 



ding to records. 

Susan Ghetti is the attorney 
assigned to Slierman's case, but 
she was out of town and 
uuavailbale for comment, 
Waldstein said. : 

Framingham District' Court 
Judge Anthony DiBuono 
originally set bail at j$25.000 
surety or $2,500 cash, but Ghetti 
had protested and said she was 
going to file for a bail reduction 
hearing Monday. 

Waldstein said he was unsure 
of how much bait Sherman paid. 

Sherman's case was con- 
tinued until June 23. . 

Charges had also been filed 
against Sherman on June 10 that 
he enticed two i% year old boys 
to a trailer in New Hampshire 
for sex, according to police, who 
said he is being investigated by 
state police in New Hampshire. 



Former Cub Scout volunteer 
in court today on sex charges 



By PAULA LOVEJOY 
Mtws Staff Writer 

FRAMINGHAM - A former 
Scout leader and volunteer in a 
local grade school was scheduled to 
appear in district court this 
morning on charges of enticing 
local boys to his New Hampshire 
home for sex. 

John Sherman, 32. of 445 Potter 
Road; Framingham pleaded 
innocent at arraignment in 
Framingham District Court last 
Friday to two counts of enticing a 
person away for prostitution or 
sexual intercourse. 

Judge Anthony DiBuono 
continued the case until today, 
when a conference was expected 
between prosecutors and 
Sherman's attorneys. 

Sherman, a longtime Cub Scout 
den master and volunteer at the 
Potter Road School, resigned both 
volunteer positions this week. 

Police said Sherman is accused 



of enticing two 12-year-old boys to a 
trailer at Lost River Road, North 
Woodstock, N.H., for sex. 

Sherman was released on $500 
bail, according to court records. He 
was arrested on a warrant at his 
Framingham home on June 9. 

Although police say the incident 
took place sometime in May, the 
youths did not tell their parents 
until early June, according to 
police. 

No money was believed to be 
exchanged, police said 

Sherman is also currently being 
investigated by state police in New 
Hampshire. 

t4 We are conducting an 
investigation up here," said Sgt. 
Thomas Kennedy of the New 
Hampshire state police, who 
declined to elaborate. 

Ken Hesterberg. council 
executive for the Algonquin Soy 
Scout Council in Framingham, said 
Sherman was a volunteer Cub 



Scout rnaster for "a number of 
years.'* 

"The man has not been proved 
guilty at this point. The 
organization is asking him to step 
aside until such time as this thing 
has been cleared up/' Hesterberg 
said. 

Sherman "has voluntarily 
stepped aside. We have a verbal 
resignation, and there is to be a 
written one," Hesterberg said this 
morning. 

"As I understand it, it had 
nothing to do with Scouting," he 
said "It had nothing to do with any 
of his Scouting contacts/' 

Principal William Matthews said 
Sherman worked as a volunteer at 
the Potter Road School "for at 
least 11-12 yean. 1 ' 

"His appearance and attitude 
has always been very professional 
here, so it's quite * a shock, ' ' 

(Continued on 38) 



Former Cub Scout leader 



(Continued from IB) 
Matthews said. "He's always been 
very professional and 
straightforward." 

Sherman worked at the school 
for approximately one to four 
hours per week, Matthews said 

Most recently, Sherman was a 
volunteer reading tutor, Matthews 
said He also helped the children 
tape a monthly radio show that was 
aired over the school's public 



address system, as well as 
videotaping television shows. He 
also was involved in ski patrol 
during the winter months. 

"As I understand it, he was ! 
advised not to be here; he hasn't 
appeared here ... ever since the 
initial news came out," Matthews 
said 

When asked if there had been any 
problems with Sherman, "To be 
honest nobody has comoiained to 
me," Matthews replied * 



CONF000335 
DYKES I 000333 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 22 
Page 25 of 25 



